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Handout 6: Recognizing Plagiarism 
 
Review the three passages about Ernest Hemingway below.  Access Activity #4: 
Internet Pitfalls on the Week Six Workshop web page. Click on Google’s 
Advanced Search tool. In the “with the exact phrase” box, copy a string of words 
from each paragraph below. Review the results to determine which paragraph is 
legitimate and which two are plagiarized. 
 
Passage #1:  
 
Hemingway had often been close to death, he always felt death to be near, and 
his prose sought to make the ultimate experience come close. Death might yet be 
recorded in the flesh -- as intimate a sensation as eating, drinking, and 
lovemaking. But the "true sentence" could be recognized only if it had the right 
cadence and the tease of subtlety in some culminating word.  
 
Passage #2: 
 
Hemingway possessed a yearning for immortality that spawned perhaps from 
his very personal proximity to death at key points in his life.  It was through his 
work that he was able to explore the existential choices that man had before him: 
the open razor, edge up in "Indian Camp; the silkworms in "Now I Lay Me" 
representing the ceremonial process of birth, life, reproduction, and death; and 
the dried and frozen leopard carcass In "the Snows of Kilimanjaro" were all 
enticing symbols for Hemingway, teasing in their way. Through his work, he 
explored his options, the power of death, and the choice he had in its 
inevitability. 
 
Passage #3: 
 
Throughout Hemingway's life, timing was to be a key factor in what happened 
to him and in how he reacted. Hemingway's timing was always very good, 
whether with regard to external events or to his own endeavors first at becoming 
a writer and then at promulgating his career as one. With regard to timing, war 
was one of the areas in which history accommodated Hemingway. 


