
 
 
 

Our 22 5th graders explored their schoolyard to find some exciting living and 
nonliving things.  They have worked together to write about their findings below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Square of Life 

Holy Spirit School Team #1 
 

 
 
 Hi!  Our names are Skylar and Allessandro, and we are 5th graders.  We 
have 22 students in our 5th grade class.  Our school is located in Pequannock, 
NJ, which is in the northern part of the state.  Our square was located along our 
playground against a fence.  On the other side of the fence is a neighboring 
home.  We collected our data on a clear, crisp, fall day. 
 In our specific square, we had a maple tree and many maple leaves on 
the ground.  We also had many sticks on the ground from the tree.   We found a 
family of red ants.  There was a tiny spider in the dirt.  We also saw a ladybug.  
There was a little bit of grass but the square was shaded by the tree.  There were 
oak trees nearby and some pine bushes. 
 Our square was like the squares in New Hampshire because we both had 
worms and ladybugs.  We both had trees but different kinds.  We had maple 
trees and they had hemlock and birch trees.  They had a lizard and frogs.  The 
frog means they probably had water nearby, but we didn’t. 
 We didn’t realize that there were so many living things in our school yard 
that we didn’t know about.  We learned from this project that different areas have 
different living and nonliving things. 
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 Our names are Liam and Vanessa, and we go to Holy Spirit School in 
Pequannock, NJ.  We are in the 5th grade.  Our square of life was right outside of 
our school building by a fence.  The weather was sunny and crisp.  We worked 
from about 11:00-11:45am. 
 In our area we found lots of living and nonliving things.  In our list of living 
things, we found a flying ant, a roly poly bug, and earthworms under bricks, soil, 
and inside of the stump. We held the roly poly in our hands. There were pine 
bushes.  An important nonliving thing was the air around us.  Other nonliving 
things were two bricks, wrappers, and a feather.  The feather was from a once 
living thing.  It was blue, black, and white.  We think it was from a blue jay.  When 
we found the two bricks, they looked moldy.  We had a big tree stump in our 
square.  It was once alive but came down two years ago during Superstorm 
Sandy.  The stump looked like the tree was over 50 years old. 
 Our square is like the square in New Hampshire because we found many 
of the same bugs, but they had a lizard!  We found some similar plants.  
Obviously, we both had air.  Our square was different because we had the tree 
stump with over 50 rings, but they had sand. Unfortunately, we had wrappers in 
our square.  Where we live in south of where they live.  It is colder in New 
Hampshire than in New Jersey.  They get more snow than we do. 
 In conclusion, we understand why different areas have different living and 
nonliving things.  Each area has to have things that can adapt to their weather 
and conditions.  This project was fun and we wish to do it again! 
 

Square of Life 
Holy Spirit School Team #3 

 
 Hello!  Our names are Leo and Emily, and we are from Holy Spirit School.  
We are located in Pequannock, NJ.  Our square was by the playground, right 
outside of our gym.  The weather on our day was a crisp, fall morning. 
 We found two main nonliving things: rocks and a plastic bead.  It was sad 
because it was litter.  We had many more living things.  We had many leaves 
such as maple leaves, oak leaves, and violet leaves.  We also found a lot of 
ferns, mosses, clovers, vines, and berries.  Our square was in a damp corner 
where there wasn’t too much sun. Most of the ground was covered in moss.  We 
dug in the soil and found some rocks. 
 We compared our squares in NJ to one in Florida.  We are like them 
because we both had some kind of ant and spider.  They had a baby wolf spider 
and we had a black tailed crab spider.  We both did not have lizards or snails.  
We both had grass and fungi. 
 Our squares were different because we had bushes and worms.  We also 
had plastic, paper, and a green plastic bead.  They did not have any trees.  We 
had many trees in our squares and many weeds.  One reason we think things 
were different is because of the climate.  Florida is a lot warmer than we are in 
New Jersey, especially this time of year.  We have leaves that change color and 
we have deciduous trees that lose their leaves.   



 We learned a lot from the Square of Life.  We liked exploring our square.  
We also liked to dig and look under things.  We had a blast doing this amazing 
project. 

 
Square of Life 

Holy Spirit School Team #4 
 
 Hello!  We are two students from Holy Spirit School in Pequannock, NJ.  
Our names are Amy and Nicholas.  Our square was near the convent and 
preschool on our school property.   
 We started on a sunny, fall day.  We had many more living things than 
nonliving.  We saw a bee buzzing around by a hydrangea bush that had blooms.  
There were some twigs, many little rocks, and some bundled roots that looked 
like tiny tumbleweeds.  We both dug a hole and found a worm.  It was long, 
brown, and had a bit of a translucent part on the tip of it.  Under all of the leaves, 
we found a few violets.  We also had a lot of clean air around our square. 
 Our squares in Pequannock were the squares in Texas because we both 
had trees and leaves in our squares.  We both had flying bugs like bees and flies,  
We had non-flying insects like beetles and ants.  We both had fungi. 
 Our squares were different because they had lizards, snails, sand, frogs, 
snakes, and mud.  They are in Crosby, Texas, which is very South of us.  Also, 
we had grass and they didn’t.  Our climate is cooler than their climate.  
 We had so much fun!  We would like to do this again.  We learned that 
living and nonliving things can be different worldwide.  We liked that we were 
able to examine things.  We were glad to participate. 
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 Hi!  We are Filip and Cole from Holy Spirit School in Pequannock, NJ.  We 
are in grade 5.  There are 22 students in our class.  Our location of our square 
was next to a bush against the playground fence and near the side street.  The 
day was sunny and the air was crisp on the day we observed our square. Here is 
the information we gathered. 



 All of our living things were mainly plants, but we had two earthworms in it.  
We also had a dandelion, along with a bush, grass, and fungi.  Our square also 
had nonliving things in it.  We had a big rusty chunk of metal that was there to 
hold up the bush.  Also, there were pieces of plastic, gum, mulch, and what 
looked like a hairball.   
 Our square is like the squares in Brentwood, NH, because we had worms 
and weeds like in theirs.  We both had bushes and fungi.  We also had dirt, 
metal, plastic and small rocks.  Our squares were different because they had 
different plants, frogs, lizards, snails, and spiders.  They also had a big rock, 
mud, paper, and sand. 
 We liked observing the leaves and plants.  We thought this was the 
coolest because we got to explore outside. 
 
 

Square of Life 
Holy Spirit School Team #6 

 
 Hello!  Our names are Brendon and Trey.  We go to Holy Spirit School in 
Pequannock, NJ.  Our square was near the convent by where our sisters live.  
We recorded our data on a sunny, fall day. 
 Our living data was a worm, ant, beetle, and a bush.  Our nonliving data 
was small rocks, a larger rock, dirt, and some mud.  Our square was like the 
square in Crosby, Texas, because we both found an ant, beetle, and a worm.  
Our squares are different because they had a tree, metal, plastic, sand, a frog, a 
lizard, and a snail. 
 We think our data is different because it is hotter in Texas.  Also it rarely 
snows.  In NJ, it is a combination of climates.  We liked this project because we 
got to go outside, collect data, and observe our schoolyard. 
 

Square of Life 
Holy Spirit School Team #7 

 
 Hello, our names are Noelle and Anthony.  Our school is located in 
Pequannock, NJ.  We have over 200 students, but our class has 22.  We are 
happy to be able to be part of this project.  Our square was over near the convent 
where our sisters live. The pre-k is also in that area.  It was a great day to 
explore outside. 
 Our square had many things such as rocks, dead leaves, and seed 
helicopters.  We found living things such as gnats, ladybugs, spiders, caterpillars, 
worms, and even a bush.  It may not sound cool, but it is!  All around us were 
grasses, fungi, and weeds.  
 Our square is like the square in New Hampshire because they found ants, 
beetles, spiders, worms, and flying bugs like us.  Also they found trees, weeds, 
grasses, fungi, and bushes.  We are similar in that we found fungi growing on 
other things. 



 Our squares were different because they found sand and boulders and 
didn’t find plastic like us.  They also has lizards, snails, toads, and frogs, but 
good thing they didn’t find a snake!  Unlike us, we found plastic bottles. 
 We learned that you don’t have to travel far to find wondrous things.  They 
can be just outside your door.  The thing that we liked was that we were able to 
go outdoors instead of sitting at a desk writing.  I think this project was very 
unique and we should do something like it again! 
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 Hello!  Our team is David, Glenn, and Katelyn.  We are from Holy Spirit 
School in Pequannock, NJ.  Our weather that day was sunny and chilly in the fall.  
Our square was right outside of our principal, Sr. Marie’s, window.   
 Our square had a lot of dirt.  We had big and small plants with all different 
sized leaves.  We found a worm, an ant, and some helicopter seeds from a 
maple tree.  We had pebbles, soil, a brick wall, and cement for a sidewalk.  We 
found plastic beads that we think came from the second grade.  We were near 
their window and they make bead projects on rainy days at recess. 
 Our squares in NJ were different from Florida because we had trees and 
bushes.  We had paper and small rocks.  We both had ants, beetles, spiders, 
and grass/weeds.  The climate is different in Florida since it is so much more 
south than we are in the United States. We get a lot colder!   
 We learned that we have a lot of different things in our schoolyard and in 
NJ.  We liked making leaf rubbings of our plants.  We liked searching to see what 
we would find. 
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 Hi!  We are Maddy, Pablo, and Juliana.  Our square of life project was 
very exciting!  We found some very wonderful things right in Pequannock, NJ!  
Our square was in the front of our school building.  What a wonderful day to 
discover something new! 
 During our observations, we saw a very interesting leaf.  It had hard, 
grayish brown hollow bubbles on it.  Another interesting observation was the very 



small black tailed crab spider.  We had basic rocks that were hard and black.  
The branches that had fallen had lichens on them!  The flowers were mostly 
green and soft. 
 Our square is like the one in Texas because we both saw fungi, spiders, 
ants, trees, small rocks, dirt, and weeds.  Our squares were different because 
they saw lizards, frogs, snails, and beetles.  They must have a different habitat 
for the lizards and frogs than we have.  We don’t have any water nearby. 
 What we learned from this experience is that a lot of information can come 
from just a little research project.  We really liked to see the nature right in front of 
our eyes. 


