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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

• On April 23, 2009, our 5th

grade class went to a 
pond at from 8:30am to 
1:00pm . It was a sunny day, 
but kind of windy. The 
water temp. was 10. 3 
degrees Celsius. The air 
temp. was 48.4 degrees 
Celsius. The soil temp was 
48 degrees Celsius. At the 
pond we took samples of 
the water and looked at 
them under a microscope. 
This PowerPoint shows our 
results. 



Question:

How does the 

temperature of 

a pond affect 

the organisms 

found there?



Hypotheses 

• Our class thought that 
the organisms would 
be different in the cold 
water, than the 
organisms in warm 
water. We also 
thought that there 
would be different 
organisms because of 
different plants that 
grow in the area. 



Procedure

• Collect water samples from 
shallow water where the plants 
grow.

• Use nets to capture creatures 
that may skim across the 
surface of the pond.

• Gather samples from the 
bottom of the pond.

• Use identification materials 
and observational tools to note 
the types and macro 
invertebrates found.

• Record the number of each 
species identified.

• Return used samples and 
organisms to the pond.
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MORE SPECIES……
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Summary

• Amphipod – 1

• Caddisfly Larva – 2

• Damselfly Nymph – 1

• Daphnia or Water Flea –
10 

• Mayfly Nymph – 1

• Water Beatle – 1

• Hydra – 1

• Nematode – 4

• Short legged Strider – 1

• Midge Larva – 1

• Mosquito Larva – 2

• Snail – 15

• Water Spider – 1

• Copepod – 6
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Summary Wrap Up
In the end, the 
organism we found the 
most was the snail. We 
found exactly 15. We 
also found many other 
organisms. We think 
that there are 
different types of 
organisms in many 
different ponds 
depending on their 
temperature. This field 
trip was very productive 
because in a limited 
amount of time, we 
found many organisms 
and learned a lot about 
life in a pond.



HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights
• One of the highlights of the trip 

to Mrs. Jones house was some 
of us falling in the pond .

• Another of the highlights was 
that in the forest the fifth grade 
found lots of frogs.

• We also saw leeches, 
nematodes, snails, a midge 
larvae, and other insects in the 
pond.

• After finding unusual creatures 
in the pond and seeing them 
under microscopes, we built 
animal shelters.  Then, we had 
a delicious lunch. (Yum!)


