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Our squares are behind our school.  We visited them for the first time on 
September 21, 2010.  We drew and labeled all of the living and non-living 
things we found in our nature journals.



Back in the classroom, we made a list of all of the plants, animals, and 
not-alive things that we found:

Plants
Rowan tree (mountain ash)

willow
spruce

strawberry
grass
moss
lichen

fireweed

Animals
beetle—black and oval shaped
spider—black and white, small

bug

Not-Alive
stump

dead bug
pine needle

mystery animal track
dead fireweed

dead leaf
dead moss

log—big and maybe chopped by an axe
fuzzy leaf
pine cone 

dead lichen



Next, we created Venn diagrams to compare and contrast our squares 
with the square of a 1st grade class from M. Joan Pearson School is 
Delanco, New Jersey.



After that, we wrote our final reports and our conclusion…(We also took 
another trip to our squares on November 18, 2010, to see what had 
changed and to dig a hole and look for rocks.  The 1st grade from the 
school in New Jersey found rocks and we didn’t.)  



Gustavus has three 
things that are the same 
as New Jersey.  We have 
grass, bugs, and dirt.  We 
have strawberries, willow, 

fireweed, and other 
things.



We found grass in both 
squares.  In the Gustavus 
square we found willow.  

In the New Jersey square 
there was ants.



Gustavus and New 
Jersey both have grass 
and trees and dirt and a 

spider.  But Gustavus has 
beetles.  But New jersey 

has holes.



Gustavus and New 
Jersey has dirt and grass 

and bugs.  They have 
holes and trees.



We both have grass, dirt, 
and bugs.  I love dirt, 
grass and bugs!  New 
Jersey is farther south.



We found grass in both 
squares and in the 

Gustavus square we 
found willow.  

We had a hole.



Gustavus and New 
Jersey have grass, trees, 

spiders, and dirt.  
Gustavus has beetles and 
a rowan tree, spider and 

willow.  New Jersey has a 
mushroom and weeds.



They both have some 
grass, bugs and dirt.  

Gustavus has 
strawberries, willow, 

fireweed, moss, lichen, 
spruce and rowan trees, 
spider and a fuzzy leaf.  
New Jersey has ants, 

flying bugs, mud, rocks, 
holes and straws.



Gustavus has 
strawberries.  New Jersey 
has ants.  We both have 

grass.



Gustavus and New 
Jersey have dirt, bugs, 
and grass.  New Jersey 

has crab grass.



Gustavus and New 
Jersey have bugs and 

grass and dirt.  We both 
have these things.



Gustavus has a stump 
and a rowan tree and 

willow and grass and a 
spruce tree and a spiders 

and a fuzzy leaf.



Gustavus has lots of 
willows and some 

beetles.  And we have a 
stump tree.  And some 
fuzzy leaves.  And we 

have bugs too, like you.



Our Conclusion:
New Jersey is farther 

south than Gustavus so 
they have different 

things than us.  They 
have different leaves 

than us.  Their school is 
different.  They have 

different kinds of trees.  
We have fireweed.  They 

live in a much bigger 
town than us.  They 

have less nature and 
more buildings.  We 

have more nature and 
less buildings.
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