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Stevens partners with schools to provide Internet training to Trenton teachers

CIESE creates "savvy cyber teachers” thanks to funding from PSE&G

HOBOKEN, N.J. — As a result of a grant from the Public Service Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G), Trenton
school teachers had the opportunity this past spring to participate in a ten-week, hands-on Internet professional
development program called “The Savvy Cyber Teacher®.” Developed at Stevens Institute of Technology, this
program served to feverage prior PSE&G investments to the Trenton schoal district while augmenting district
programs to create highly qualified teachers of science and mathematics. Along with Stevens’ Center for Innovation
in Engineering and Science Education (CIESE), the partners in this project included The College of New Jersey's
(TCNJ) Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education in Ewing, New Jersey,; and the Trenton Public
School District in Trenton, New Jersey.

The purpose of this grant was to provide a professional development program focused on the use of technology to
support the mathematics and science standards-based curricutum in K-5 classrooms in the Trenton Public School
district. Through TCNJ's “Teachers as Leaders and Learners” program (TALL) and CIESE's "Savvy Cyber Teacher’
program (SCT), participating teachers were presented with new and tested methodologies designed to help them
implement practical lesson plans for students, while integrating technology into everyday lessons and activities. Al
teachers received continuing education credits as well as graduate credits for completing the course.

According to Meg Turner, Manager of District Outreach for CIESE, “The Savvy Cyber Teacher” program offers a
hands-on experience in which teachers learn the technology skills necessary to effectively integrate online content
into their classrooms, with a focus on real-time data and global telecollaborative projects, in order to engage
students in real world science investigations. We are extremely appreciative of PSE&G's contribution to this
endeavor.”

W. Read, a pre-kindergarten teacher exclaimed, “At first | was a bit hesitant about taking the course, but now 'm so
glad | did, because | love it, tove it, love it! | had very low technology skills, and with Carol Shields (the CIESE
instructor), it's ok. She’s a caring person and she doesn’t mind helping out when | get in a bind. 've learned so
much. | hope there is a part I1.”

The participating schoals in the Trenton School District were:

» Monument
Elementary School

« Washington
Elementary School

« Patton J. Hill
Elementary School

» Parker Annex
Elementary School

» Jefferson Elementary
School

+ King Middle School
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“Through suppert of this educational program,” said CIESE Director Beth McGrath, "PSE&G reinforces its commitinent to
educational initiatives in communities throughout the state of New Jersey. By increasing the capacity of highly trained teachers
in science and mathenatics education in Trenton, PSE&G is supporting efforts to increase the pool and capabilities of New

Jersey's high-tech workforce.”

About Stevens Institute of Techneology

Established in 1870, Stevens offers baccalaureate, masters and doctoral degrees in engineering, science, computer
science, management and technology management, as well as a baccalaureate in the humanities and liberaf arts,
and in business and technology. The university has enroliments of approximately 1,740 undergraduates and 2,600
graduate students. Additional information may be obtained from its web page at www.Stevens.edu.

For the latest news about Stevens, please visit www.StevensiNewsService.com.
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Stevens News Service is the official news service of Stevens Institute of Technology and is
published by the Stevens News Service, Office of Development & External Affairs.

News related questions can be directed to 201-216-5687.
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